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] With a brief Account of the Life and Death, i. 


of the Revend Author. 
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A brief Acount of. this 


Excellent, and now Tri- 

umphant and Glorified 
Author , his. Character 
LE and Burial. 


Chriſtian Reaaer, 


HOU haſt hd pre- 
. ſented to. thy view a 
Couple of Learned, 
Piots and Judicious Sermons, 
being ſome Remains of 'that 
| & 4 prect 


"The LIFE - 


Sr Servant of Jeſus 


Chriſt, Mr. obs Flavell ,\| | 


late of Dartmouth , in the 


County of Devon, a faithful . 


Labourer in the Lord's Har- 
veſt, and a Workman _ 
need not be- aſhamed , 

whom the Church 1s ad 
beholding for ſeveral excel- 
lene Treatifes ' of [Divinity , 
put forth in his Life-time , 
which render him” deſeryed- 
ly. famous, among the e Wre- 
ters of this Age. d ſce- 


ing thoſe intire Treatifes'6f | 
his; have been fo accepta- | 


ble and profitable to many 
Chriſtians, 1t may not be 
_ amiſs to gather up theſe 

Fragments alſo, that ſo lit- 


tle. 


Mr. Joan FLaverr. 


job de as may be of ſo Worthy 
| an. Author: may be loſt. 
Theſe Sermons, though bur 
ſmall in Bulk, yet thou wilt 
' find greatinWorthandValue. 
And ho compoſed and fitted 
for different Dceaſions , yet 
they conſpire in the ſame 
common End, which all the 
reſt of his Writings cen- 
ter in, viz. The Glory of 
God; and ; Good of his 
Church ® and of. the Souls of 
Men. 

| They need not my Re# 
commendation , being far 
above any Encomiums 1 can 
beſtow upon them. 

| And altho they may feem 
{to be born our of due 
AZ3 tim- 3 ; 


* 


| Lord for, and called upon 


«tics, King WILLIAM and| 
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etimc; yet by their reſem- 
blance to the reſt, thou. wile 
find them not to be ſpuri- 
ous, bur the genuins Off- 
ſpring of the ſame Father ; 
and that they wanted no 
Accompliſhment from any 
other Hand , having been 
pertectly finiſh' d by his OWN. 


The farſt i dk Cormont | 
was preached at Dartmouth, 
upon that joytul Day of the 
Coronation of Their Maje- 


Queen MARY, which he 
did exceedingly bleſs the 


thc People heartily to Con- 
cur with lim in the ſame 


Work, 


'B ORNATE  O ” : ; "WS. L 0 = 
1 Lic _ E fg” ES & F "90" | 
EVO n LE" 
4 ; * 


| Work, an to joyn Fa 
Praiſes with his, to the. So- 
vereign of the World, the 
great Diſpoſer of Crowns 
and Kingdoms, for ſo rich 
and publick a Mercy to theſe 
three Nations. _ 

As one of the former 
Books put forth by this bleſ- 
ſed Pala a, bears this Title 
in the Frontiſpiece, Husban- 
dry Spiritualized, &c. 50 
this Sermon may fitly be 
Entitaled, The Coronation Spi- 
* ritualized. 


"The ſecond, as appears by 
the Title of it, - was 1ntend- 
ed and prepared for a So- 
lemn Aflembly, and for a 
AS ma. 


more than ordinary Occaſt- 


on ; and therefore no doube | 


bur the Reverend Author 


ſpent the more Pains and. 
Study in the compoling of it. 


He much longed for the joy- 


ful time when he ſhould meet: 


ſo many of his United Bre- 
thren of ſeveral Counnes ; 
converſe with them -abour 
the Afﬀairs of the Kingdom 


of God, impart his Mmd 
(or rarher the Mind of Chriſt) 


to them in this Sermon, which 
made him ſet about the ſtu- 


aying of 1t ſolong before the 


time of that appointed Meet- 


ing came ; neither had he 


any reit in his own Spirit, 


vill he had finiſhed and com- | 


pleated 
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_ pleated it. But he 15 now a 
| Member of a greater and 
higher Aſſembly , even of 
the General Aſſembly, and 
| Church of the firſt-born, 
which are written in Heaven; 
to which he being ſo ſudden- 
ly taken up, hath . left this 
Excellent Diſcourſe behind 
him, as once Elijah's Mantle 
fell from him. Bur tho he 
| were by Death prevented 
| from Preaching it in the Pul- 
pit, his ſurviving Friends were . 
willing to publiſh ir from 
the Preſs, that ſuch a Trea- 
ſure might not be loſt, tho 
the Earthen Veſſel that con- 
| tain'd ir, be broken. 


The 


TW LIFE of | 


The laſt Words of dying 
Men are not ſoon fergot-. 
ten, much leſs ſhould the 
Words of dying Saints, and 
 Jeaſtofallof dying Miniſters, 
be buried in Oblivion, tho 
their Bodies be 1n the Duſt. 
The Spirit of God ſets a ſpeci- 
al Remark upon ſome excel- | 
lene Expreſſions uttered by 
the Prophet David, a lutle be- 
fore his Death, and rells us, 
2 Sam. 23. 1. Theſe are the 
laſt words of David. 

Reader, I ſhall not detain | 
thee long at the threſhold,on- 
ly give thee ſome brict Ac- 
count of the Author's Chara-| 
&terand Lite,and of the man- | 
ncr of his Death and Burial. 
AS 


emis (' 
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| As.to his Character, all 
that knew-him, or have ſerj- 


ouſly peruſed the Books he. 
hath put forth, muſt needs 
ſuffrage with me, that he was 
a Man of choice and excel- 
lent Parts, both Natural and 


| Acquired ; of a found and fo- 


Id Judgment, of warm and 
lively Afﬀections, of a quick 
and fruitful Invention , and 
of a ready Expreſſion and 


 Elocution; all which he had 


myghtily improved by many 
ycars Study and Labours in 
the Word and Doctrine. 


He was well acquainted 


with the Myſteries of the Go- 


ſpel, and in ſpecial, with that 
admirable Myſtery of Man's 
Redemp- 
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Bejearty tion by Jeſus Ghnl 
which he hath ſo largely and 
ſo profitably handled in his 
line Treatiſe, Entituled, 
The Fountain of Life opened, 
&c. And that which crowns 
all the reſt, he was a Man of 


a ſerious and gracious Sparit ; / 
ſo that both with reſpect to . 
his Doctrine and Converſa- : 


tion, we may fay of him, as 


our blefled Saviour ſaid of lf 


Fohn the Baptiſt, He was a 
burning, and a ſhining Light. 


For my part, having read his 


Books, 1 had a higheſteem of 
him, before I had any ac- 
quaintance with his -Perſon., 
which was much increaſed 
by my Intimacy with .him 


i0r .- 
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for divers years Jaſt paſt ; the 
more | knew him, the more I 
loved and valued him,for the 
Gifts and Graces of the Spirit 
of God which ſhone forth in 
him. Among many others, I 

obſerved theſe three things, 
which I ſhall ſer down, not ſo 


| much for his Commendation, 


as for my. own and others 
Imitation. 


1. Hewas 7 Labours more 
abundant; he did ſpend him- 


| felf, atid was ſpent: 1n the 
Work' of God; as the 'Ta- 


lents atnicced to him, were 


| more-and greater than many 


of tis Rrerhraris. ſo was his 


diigence i in laying them'ont 


in 
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in his Maſters Service: Heex),, 
pected not to be courted td 
kk Work by earneſt impor, 
tunity'; but whercſocver hq; 
had any proſpect: of- doin P 
good by his Preaching, l| 
never knew him to make ex , 
_ Cuſes; or to ſpare his Pains] 5 
Belides' Dartmouth, the placd 
where his peculiar Chargd j, 
lay, many other places far © 
and near, have bcen parta+ z, 
kers/of his Labours, and rc] n 
ccived*:much Comfore and} , 
Benefit by them; in all-which 
his Memory is excceding-pre* 
clous,'and hsDeatlY asmuch 
A TE 
NiSecond ching 1 obferred A 
in this Worthy: Miniſter, yay 


| 
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Ja longing deſire after | the 
Converſi on of Souls, He 


the Apoſtle Pazl did to he 


Philippians, Phil. 1.8. For God 


5 my record, how greatly I long 


after you all in the bowels of 


| Zefſus Chriſt. And to the Gas 


latians, Chap. 4. 19+. My 
little children of whom I tra- 
vel in birth again , till Chriſt 


] be formed in you. ' That he 
] might win Souls to Chriſt, 
y _ build them up 1n their 
} moſt holy Faith, was next to 
1 the glorifying of God and 
' our Redecmer, the Mark that 
| he had1n his Eye ; it was for 
' cis that he ſtudied, and la-: 


| bourcd in the Goſpel, - and 


— VEE 


wreſtled with God in Prayer; 
and when he perceived thar 
che Spirit of God had been 
at work upon the Souls of 
any of his People, he did 
greatly rejoyce therein, and 
do his. utmoſt both by his 
Counſels, and his Prayers, 


that the bleſſed Work nughr 


be carried on to Perfection. 
And indeed God was pleaſed 
to crown his Labours with 
great ſucceſs this way : Ma- 
ny: Souls have been given in 
as the Seal of his Miniſtry, 
who have owned him tobe 
their Spiritual Father - jh 


Ghriſt, by whom they have, 


been begotten chrough- the 
_ 
3- He 
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| 3. He was of a peaccable 
and healing ſpirit, becoming 
an Ambaſlador of the Prince 
of Peace. He did what lay 
in- him to live peaceably 
with all Men, bur eſpecial- 
ly to promote Peace and 
Love among Profeſſors. If 
any difference did ariſe, ci- 
ther between Miniſters or 
private Chriſtians, he would 
do his utmoſt to compole 
them ; divers painful Jour- 
nies hath he taken about 
this Work. He had a real 
Love to, and kept a good 
Correſpondence with thoſe 
in whom he beheld the Im- 
age of Chriſt, tho in ſome 


'controverted things , their 


a Judge- 


Judgements and. Practices 


differed from his; hoping at 
laſt, that':he ſhould meet 


them in the fame Heaven, 
where all ' thei Miſtakes 
ſhould be rectified, and their 
Differences - adjuſted and 
compoled. - : | 

He was-even tranſported 
with Joy, when by a Letter 
from a Reverend Miniſter 
1n- Lonton, he received the 
g00d news of the happy 
Agreement of the Miniſters 
in that Ciry , who in ſome 
lefler Points were of diffc- 
rent Apprehenlions, and went 
under different Denonmma- 
tions ; hoping that it would 
have a good Influence upon 
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the-whole Kingdom ; - who 


having ſo fair. a Copy given 
chem, would. endeavour to 
write after 1t. He did fre- 
quently bleſs the Lord 'for 
that Mercy ,' both in pub- 
hck and in. private, and 
even melted .into Tears of 
Joy ar the mentioning of 
it, ſaying, God had herein 
anſwered the Prayers 'that 
his. People had been put- 
ting up to him, theſe many 
Years: 


When he yo the Shade 


| of Agreement, which had been 
| afſenred ro,and ſubſcribed by 


the London Maniſters; hetold 
a> Friend that was with. him, 
That he could now take up 

42 . the 


the Words of Old Simeon, 
Lord, now letteft thou thy ſer- 


Union and Agreement a- 


mong the Miniſters of this . 


County ; which was the laſt 
Work that God thought fit 


to employ him in, before he] 


took him to himſelf. 


- He being at the Generall 


Meeting of the Miniſters of 


this County at 7opſham, wag 
choſen Moderator of that] 
Aſſembly ; which Office hq 


the more readily.accepted off 


-that he night have the ber: 
ter opportunity to carry ' on 
that bleſfed uniting Work, 
—_ "$0 whach 
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vant depart in peace. Hel. 
zealouſly endeavoured toſ 


ptomote the - ſame bleſſed] - 


| 
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"Mr. Joun'Fravel. 
| which he brought to ſo good- 


an iſſue, that the Miniſters 


| there declared their full ſa- 


usfaction with the aforeſaid 


| Head's of Agreement, and their 


chankfulneſs to their Bre- 


thren in London, who had 


promoted this great and 
good Deſign. After which 
bo concluded the day with 


' Prayer and Praiſes to the 


Lord , in which, his ſpirit 
was carried out with wonder- 
ful Enlargement and Afﬀe- 


| on. 


He writ a Letter to an 
Eminent Miniſter in London, 
to give him an Account of 
theſe proceedings, the ſame 
Morning that he died at 

"Wo Night; 


nih-*that good: Work his 
heart was G rauch ſet upon, 
before he finiſht his Courſe, 
and received his Crown. 
Fhus, Gentle Reader +I 
have given thee ſome-brief 
Account of this Worthy Mi- 
niſter, in whoſe Commenda- 
cron} nught- weite mnich 
more ,--but his' own Works 
praiſe him in the Gate, and 
bk Praiſe 15 1h the Goſpel 
chroitghout all the Churches. 
Ahd tho ſome Detractors 
that- envied his Reputation; 
may reflect upon lum ; yet 
: thoſe 
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Night ; tho: we: could not' 
ſend; it away-tilFthe day fol- 
lowing. - Providence fo- or- 
dering it, tharhe ſhould' fi- 
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| role that heartily. defire the 

-| Profperity of the Church of 
| Chriſt; and of the Souls of 
Men, do readily confeſs his 
worth; and greatly Jament 
his loſs. 

As for the manner of| his 
Death, it was very ſudden 
and ſurprizing ;' he being as 
well that Day, in the Evens 
ing of which he-died, as he 
had.been for divers years be; 
fore. Towards: the. end/.of 
Supper he complain'd- of :a 
deadnefs in his Hand, fo that 
he could not: lift' it to. his 
Head; at which: his Wife 
and Friends about him, were 
ſtruck with ſome. aſtoniſh- 


ment, uſing what means they 
"Bm could 
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eculd ©o-recover it tO 1ts for-| « 
mer ſtrength ; bur inſtead 
thereof, to cheir great Ter-| 
ror and Amazement, he was 
ſeized in his Thigh, and all 


one ſide of his Body; upon 


which, with what ſpeed they 


could, they helped him to. 
his Chamber and Bed, and 


ſent tor, Phyſicians ; bar his 
Diſeaſe prevailed ſo faſt up- 


on him, that in a ſhort time | 


irdeprived him of his Speechz 
while they were helping him 


- up the Stairs, he told them, 

That he did believe it would | 
be the laſt time that he. ſhould | 
go up theſe Stairs; but, ſaid. 


he, I know that it will be well 


pith me; which were ſome . 


of | 
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of the laſt words he uttered 
before he fell aſleep. Burt as 


ſudden as his Death was, 


having ſo good aſlurance. of 
his Ecernal welfare, it muſt 
needs be both comfortable 
and happy; and God was 
leaſed ſo to order it, that 

e that bad taken ſo much 
Pains in | his Maſter's Work 
in his Life-time, ſhould feel 
little or none at his Death, 


nor ſo much as utter one 


Groan- | oh 
Tis true, ſudden Death 


| to careleſs Sinners, that have 
trifled away their. Lives, and 


negle&ed the Salvation of 
their Souls, cannot but be 


] fad and diſmal; bur for 


Godly 
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Godly Miniſters or Chriftians] 
that have carefully redeem'd 
and improv'd their time, and 
abounded in the work of 
the Lord,” to be'taken on 
1 ſudden 'from thetr- work; 
to their Reſt and Reward, 
may be, acconthted a mer- 
Cy, rather than an infelici- 
ty; ſevetal precious Saints; 
boch Miniſters and'-others; 
have been ſo fuddenly taken 
nefice 7 

This Reverend Awe 
Soul being taken up to the 
World of Spirits, even col 
- the Spirits of juſt men'made 
perfect; all ek could be 
done for him , was ſolemn- 


If to atrend: ts Body to thel 
Grave} 
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Grave. : When that Minifter 
and Martyx Stephen was 
dead, we read, that Devout 
men carried : him to his Bu- 
rial; and made great Lamen- 
tation over: hinv; - ſo: the 
ſurviving Friends of -this 
precious deceaſed Mimitter 
of Chriſt ; manifeſted: their 
high eſteem of him, and 
dear Aﬀection to bum this 
way. His Body bang car- 
ried from Exon:to Dartmouth, 
divers Mmſters, and a'great 
many other Perſons of good 
Quality , -accompamied at ; 

and abundance. from: Minis 
mouth, Totnes, Newton, Aſb- 
burton, Bovey, and ſeveral 


other places rid forth to 


mect 
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meet it. But when nie 
; Coffin was brought to thef : 
| Waters fide,taken out of thef 
Hearſe, and put into. the} 
Boat; I never ſaw ſo many] : 
weeping Eyes, nor-heard fo}. 
much buter Lamentai1on in| | 
all my life; ſurely cbac place] - 
might rightly be called Bo-| 
. chim, a place of weeping | |: 
the Tears, the Sighs, thef 
| Cries, 'the Groans that were| 
- > there ſeen and heard, were| - 
enough even to pierce an|-' 
heart of Flint. His Body] 
was interred the ſame Night - 
it was: brought from Exon,| 
and an enclican Sermon on| 
that ſad but ſolemn Occaſt| - 

. on, was preach'd the - next 


dal 


Mr. Joan Fiaver.. 
Ss} day, on 2 Kings 2.12. bya 
ef Reverend Miniſter of that 
| City. 
-» Thus Reader, Ihave finiſht 
4n the cloſe of this Epiſtle, 
what I promiſed thee at the 
beginning of _ it ; whether 
thou canſt read theſe chings 
without Tears, or no, I know 
not; buraflure thee, I could 
not behold them ſo, neither 
can I write theſe Lines with- 
out them. The Gitts, the 
.'Graccs, the Cabours of fo 
well an accompliſhe Miniſter 
;of Chriſt, might have been 
very ſerviceable tohisChurch 
on Earth, had he thought fib 
| -to have contirhed him lon- 
F ger here ; and the Death of 
ſuch 
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hd 


ſuch an one, is a loſs which 
God only can repair ; but 
that which 1s our loſs, 1s his 


gain, who 1s trumphing in 
the Joy ' of bis Lord, whule 


we are grieving for his Re: 
: moval; and our comfort {ur- 
' ther is, That tho the ſervants, 
even the beſt and faithfulleſt 
of them dye, yet the Maſter 
ever :hvecs, who as-infinicely 
more tender of the. concerns 
of bisChurch, and carcful to 


-provide for 1t, than we poor| 


'Mortals can be: Let us there- 
'fore turn our Lamentation 
into Supplication, to him 
that is che Lord of the Har- 
velt ; that he would ſend 


forch tnore ſuch Labourers| 


into 
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into' his Harveſt, who being 
the God ot all Grace, and the 


| Giver of every good and per- 


fect Gifr, can raiſe up others, 
and furniſh chem with ſuch 


 Gitts and Graces of his Spirit, 


as may make them ſhine as 
bright 1n the Firmament of 
his Church,as thoſe ſtars have 
done, whom he hath taken 
hence, to ſhine in a higher 
Orb. Which 1s a mercy 
grcatly deſired by all fincere 
Chriſtians, and in paracular 


| by him, who 1s 


An unworthy Servant of Jeſus 
Aug. 3, Chriſt, and thy real Friend, 


| 1691, 


Joun GaLPINE. 
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Coronation-Sermon 
DART MOUTH. 
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| Cant. (IL: 11: 7 ; 
Go forth yz Daughters of Zion, and 
behold Kjng Solomon with the 
Crown wherewith his Mother Crow- 
ned him in the day of his Eſpouſals, 
and in the day of the gladneſs of 


his heart. 


Crown is the top of earth- 
ly gloty, the culminating 
point of humane dignity. 
wo Pal. 21. 2, 3- . Thou haſt 
1 given him his hearts deſire, tho haſt 
4 Fs a crewn of pure gold upon his head. 
4] the ambition of zhe many, moves in 
__— B various 


8 A Coronation-Sermon 
varions Spheres below it, the ambi- 
tion of none aſpires above it ; ex- 
cept it be that anomalous monſter the 
Man of Sin, who affeCts to fit in 
the very Throne of God, and exalts 
himſelt above all that is called God, 
2 Thef. 2. 4. 

When God puts a Crown upon 

\ the head, and a Scepter into the 
hand of a man, he engraves upon} 
that man in a qualified ſenſe, both 
His Name,and the lively CharaQers 
of his Majeſty and Authority, P/al. 
82.6, {have ſaid ye are gods, ant 
all of you the children of the moſt 
hizh.: But yet in all the Grants and 

Conveyances of Heaven, there 1s 
always areſervation and /alvoto the 

* Deponiz Divine Prerogative, to * diſplace it 

 Rege, Ge at pleaſure, and ſet it upon what 

- 4 © Head he ſhall pleaſe, Ezek. 21. 26. 

3 Thus ſaith the Lord God, Remove thel 
diadem, and take off the crown, this| 
ſhall not be the ſame, exalt him that is 

low, and abaſe him that is high. : 
Tho Dominion be not founded 1n 

. Grace, yet Grace both CY 

and 


| Preached at Dartmouth. 
and ſecures the Dominion of men ; 
the Princes of the Earth owe Fealty 
and Homape to Fe/us Chriſt ; and 
had ſome of them been more ſub- 
wir to his Laws, their Kingdoms 
ad flouriſhed, and their Govern- 
ments been more auſpicious. 
The Coronation-day of a King is 
ina ſenſe,the Marriage-day betwixt 


| him and his people, and is accor- 
dingly folemnized with all the ſigns 


and demonſtrations of. joy and glad- 
nels; For the ſhout of a Kyng is amon 


| them. _ Thus when the Crown © 

| 1/rael was ſet upon the head of So/c- 
of #107, the Scripture repreſents their 
exuberant joy in an elegant and loft- 
rh ty h1p2rbole, 1 King. 1. 40. Ard all 
& the people came up after him, and the 
J people pip'd with pipes, and rejoyced 
j 7ith great Joy, ſo that the earth rent 
A with the ſound of them. 


Carnal men rejoyce carnally,and 


[ Ipiritual men ſhould rejoyce ſpiritu- 
nf ally. The moſt glorious part of the 
51 Solemaity of ſuch a Day conſiſtsin 


B2 I. Praiſes 
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1. Praiſes and Prayers for bim 


” o 


that wears the Crown. 


2. Ina ſpiritual improvement of 


the aCtion to our ſelves. 
/ _ x. In Praiſes and Prayers for the 
King whom God hath let over us: 


Your Prayers and Praiſes refle&| 


more Glory upon-the Crown, than 
all the Jewels and ſparkling ſtones 
with which it ſhines; and fo IT am 
perſwaded our King will account it, 
according to Zech. 12, 5. The go- 
vernours of Judah ſhall ſay iz their 


hearts, The inhabitants of Jeruſalem| 
ſhall be my ſirength in the Lord off 


Floſts their God. 


Praiſe thy God, O England ! for 


ſetting thy Crown this day upon 
the head of a Proteſtant Prince, who 
accounted not his treaſures or blood 
dear unto him, to' redeem the Inte: 
reſt of Chriſt out of the dangers 
that were ready to ſwallow it up. 
Pray fervently for your King this 
Day ; the concernments of the peo- 
ple of God: are ſo great in hin), as 
that they exaCt from all the” Saints 
C | the 


| glory. 
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| theuttermoſt importunityin Pray?r; 


(1) That God would cleanſe and 
waſh the Crown of Exg/and from 
all that Guilt and Pollution it hath 
contracted under former Govern- 
ments, that rhe fins of the Crown 
may not deſcend with it. 

2) That the Royal Head on 
which it ſhall be ſet this day,may be 
filled with the Wiſdom of God, and 
matche with an holy heart inflacned 
with love to God, ane zeal for his 


(3) That as ſoon as men have ſe , 


the Crown upon his-Head, he ma 
| Sato take it off again, and c: 


it at the feet of Jeſus Chriſt, as the 
twenty four Elders did, Rev. 4.10. 

And the twenty four Elders fell down. 
before hins that ſat on the Thronegand: 
worſhippe ed him that liveth for ever 


and: ever ; and caſt their Crowns hes 


fore the Throne, &C. 


"(4')) That God would make the 
Crown fit eaſfie and long upon -his 
Royal Head. Eaſe, becauſe Crowns 


are uſually lined-with thorny cares; 
| B 3 and 
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and Loyxg, for the Churches Peace | 


and Tranquility. 
(2/3) The next thing belonging 
to the due Soglemanity of. this Day, 


wall be the Spiritual improvement | 


of the whole ſcene. of actions, to 


your own inſtruction, and ſpiritual } 


advantage ; and this will be much 
more glorious than all the Trium- 


phant Arches, Royal Robes, Thun- |. 
dering Guns,and.loud Acclamations | 


of the. people... To this purpoſe, I 
have choſen this Text for the dire- 


tion, and ſpirityalizing of the du- 


ties of the Day.. Go forth ye. daugh- 
ters of. Zion , and behold king, Solo- 


mon with the cravy wherewith his. 10- 


ther, crowned hims, in the day of his 


eſpouſals , and in the day of the glad- 
eſs of his heart. 3 
This Book of the Canticles is a 


Spiritual Epirhalamium ſung in parts. 


betwixt the Heavenly Bridegroom, 


and the Brid#. The matter of it 1s 


moſt ſpiritual and weighty, the ſtile 
of; 1t-rapturous and lofty ; the inti- 


mate Union and Communion of . 
Chrift 


” 
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| Chriſt and the Church, is elegant- 
ly illuſtrated in an 4legory of Mar- 


age , 'but nothing is found! here 
hghe or obſcene; = | | 


fb. Procul hinc, procul eſte profani. . 


Ni hic niſi c1ſtum. 


Tis a Chryſtal ſtream of pure ſpi- 
ritual love, ſliding ſweetly betwixt 


. two pleaſant banks, Chriſt and: the 
\ Church. } 


. In the ninth and tenth verſe you 
have the deſcription of a Trium- 


phant Chariot , prepared by. King 


S$lomon for the Daughters of Jera- 
falem : The pillars thereof" of ſilver, 


the bottom -of gold , the covering 'of 


rple ; and the: midſt thereof paved 
with love. A Chariot is an Inftru- 
ment'framed for eaſe, ſafe, and;ho- 


> nourable:conveyance. This Chatiot 


is'the Covenant of-Grace firteÞby 
Chriſt -for the ſafe and honourable 
tranſporting of : his Bride the 
Church, through this world, toher 
Stately Pavilion , ''or Glorious Man- 
fion in the higheſt Heavens 
it 4 © ; go 


B 4 But 


P 
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But how ſtately and magnificent} 
ſoever this Royal Chariot be, he that 
contrived and fram?d ir, is much! 
more glorious to'bchold ; and theres! 
fore in the next words, which are my; 
Text, Believers are ſummoned and} M 
invited to behold and contemplate} $' 
Chrift that fram'd it : Go forth yet w 
daughters of Lion , _ and behald king} Fi 
Salomon with his crown, 8c. In whack W. 
words we have, iw 


. T he SpeQators ſurnmoned! or ' 
| he 
invited ; 
2. The SpeQacle they are invi- | 
ted to ſee. 


- The SpeRtators nia, The. Lt 
Dave hters. of Zion BY 220 under- IK 
and the . Church'; * and by the JC 
Daughters of Zo,” the Members 
of. the* Church, or every particular }: 
Believer. Theſe are here invited Jit 
or ſummaned to go forth , z. e.- of! 
their entangling,Uiverting Tempta-/] 
tions; and to behold, viz. by. the: Fh 
Eye of Faith, this moſt AIRIIE: and: | 1 
bear -raviſhiog .” Fs 1 


t 
t 
' 
4 The moſt illuſtrious, glorions, and 


; 
| 


p; 
> 


= 
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th 2. The SpeQaacle they are in- 
'yited to behold and contemplate, 


6:3 
Pl 


-» 


74 raviſhing Sight that ever the Eyes of 
Men did, or ſhall behold. By King 


< 


D., 
4 
. 


4 whom So/ommoz in this Book is the 


King Solomon: with his Crown, &Cc. 


Solomop , underſtand Chriſt, . of 


Figure or Shadow, yet one to 
whom So/ozzp in all his Glory, 


4 was but as a depainted Sun on a 
FSign-poſt ,- to the Sun in the Mid- 
| heavens ſhining in all his Glory. 


And by his Crown, underſtand 


| not any material Crows, as that of. 
| Solomon's was; but the Glory and 


Þ Honour that is put upon Chriſt the 


IKing of 2/on; of which Glory, a 


FICrown is the Emblern. 


What Crown is here meant, [- 


| terpreters are not all agreed about. 
Jit. Some would have it. to- be un-: 
4derſtood. of our FHumanze Natare ,- 
WENT Y 

] which he was crowned withal by- 
{his Mother 2-77, of whom he took: 


Fit; but tho his Aſſumption of our. 
{Nature put ſuch a Crown of Glory. 


upon 
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upon it asit never had before, yet it} 
was rather an obſcuring of Chriſt 
Glory, than any addition of Glory| al 
to him. - \ # 

Others interpret it of the,C-onnf pu 
of Thorns, with which his Mather El 
the Fewiſh Church, or Synagoguey Gl 
crowned him in the day of his Paf{ fu 
fion at Fernſalem; but this ſeems to po 
be as hard and foreign a Senſe az to 
the former. tin 

The moſt Judicious Expoſitors aref H 
agreed in a third Senſe, viz. Thathto 
by the Crown on Chriſt's head, wee 
are to underſtand that Glory andfb(c 
Honour which Believers give unto . 
or put upon Chriſt, when in thef . 
day of their Eſpouſals to him bye, 
Faith, renouncing Satan, Sin, andfir; 
all that had exerciſed Dominion overſTe: 
them before, with all truſt and deiſthe 
pendance on any Righteouſneſs of . 
their own, they give their delibeÞdou 
rate, full, and hearty Conſent, That] ( 
Chriſt alone ſhall Reign over themſevei 
for everand ever, ſaying, The Lordſ&n 
# our King, the Lord t our Tudgeyvou 

| the 
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th che. Lord # our Lawgiver, | Chrift is 
il the Lord our Righteouſneſs , and in 
| all things we will obey him. This 
| Chriſt efteems as a Crown of Glory 
if put upon his Head in the day of his 
| Eſpouſals, and in the day of the 
þ| Gladneſs of his heart. There isno 
ſuch Honour , no ſuch Pleaſure a 
of poor Sinner can give to Chriſt, as 
x} tobelieve1n him ; this is as the put- 
| ting of a Crown of Glory upon his 
| Head, *Tis true, it adds no Glory 
{to him, bur it is the greateſt mani- 
e fſtation of his Glory, we are capa- 
df ble to make. 

of - P 
ef . ObjeCt. 'But then it will be object- 
wie, in what ſenſe Believers cap be tol- 
Mherably tiled his Mother ? For the 
erflext tells us it was the Crown his Mo- 
eIther put pon him, | 

of} 4m. They may be ſo ftiled ina 


Adouble reſpect. 


mſevery Believer, he is in a ſpiritual 
r4Þcnle conceived and formed in their 


egouls, as the Child is formed in its: 


168 Mothers 


at] (1.) Becauſe Chriſt is formed-in' 


|S | 
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Mothers Womb ; ſo the Apoſth 
ſpeaks, Gal. 4. 19. My' little chil 
dren, of whom | travel again in birtlf 
rill Chriſt 'be formed in'you. © | 

. (2) In reſpe& of the'dear Ati 
Ron Chriſt bears to every Soul thaj 
| believeth in him : no Man lovg 
his Brother, Siſter, or Morher , 
Chriſt: efkeems and loves Believenſ 
Mark J- 34* When he was told ll 
Mother, and Brethren ' were with 
out, ſeeking him, - he ſaid , Behalf 5, 
mother', and niy bretbrea'; fa þ 
whoſoever: ſhall do the will of Goa, thy 
fame is my brother , and- ſiſter , an \, 
»wother.. The day of a Sinners conf ( 
ſent to come under Chriſt's Goverg F 
ment , is the day , of - Eſpouſals} ,, 
' 2 Cor. 11. 2 And theday of a Sin 
ners eſpouſals to Chriſt, 1s the day} ;; 
of the gladneſs of his heart, Luke 15 g 
32. . Thus:you have the Parts any ;, 
Senſe of the Text. The Point fro 7 
| DoCt. That the day of 's Beliewen 4, 
Eſpouſals to Chriſt by Faith, is to Chriſſ + 


Jp im fo, Wag, yoga oy {tay pry, | 
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the day of a Kzng's Coronation «s to 
j al" even the day of the gladneſs of 
"4 bu carts 

 *Tis very remarkable, what we 
find i in.Lyke ro. 21. where the Spi- 
q rit hath carefully recorded.one hour 
8 of joy in the Life of Chriſt, for he 
FJ had not many, - being'a Man of Sor- 
4 rows, and acquainted: with Grief. 
3 In that hour, Teſs rejoyced in ſpirit, 
# Gith the Text ; ; and, what hour was 
ul that? Why, it was the ſame hour 
M in which the ſeventy returned with 
A theſe joyful Tidings to him, Lord, 
4 even the devils are ks f0 Us through 
* thy »a-7e, ver. 17. The hour when 
* Chriſt ſaw AI falling as lightning 
from heavez, ver. 18. his Kingdom 
"7 tottering, his Forces routed by the 
1 Goſpel, his SubjeQs running away 
to Chriſt trom under his cruel Bon- 
F dage, and made willing to come 
4 under his Government ; 72 that hour 
. Te) us rejoyced in Sp1rtt. This -was 
4 joyful news to Chriſt, it was the 
1 J Gay of the gladneſs of his heart: He 

4 had now got a new Throne in- the 
# Souls 


17 
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Souls of poor Sinners, over whit be 
the Devil and Sin had reigned ; thi 
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was as a Crown of Glory Wy; 
In opening this point, I ſhall di C 
courſe theſe three rhings. I: 
(1.) In what reſpe&t a Sinn L 
| eſpouſals to Chriſt reſemblk Ki 
the day of a King's Coronatif -: 
on, over his Subjects ? \ 
(2.) Wherein theſe two days dit al 
fer each from other ? bas 
(3.) On what accounts 1t 1s the 'F 
day of the gladneſs of Chrilt Jo 
heart, as the Text calls it}7 
And then apply it. ft 


| 


Let me ſhew the Reſemblancg , 


and Agreements which are betwixt],, 
the day ofa King's Coronation, and 
the day of a Sinner's Eſpouſals to I 
Chrift by Faith: And this will ap, 
pear in fix ReſpeQs. 1; 
| (r.) A King that is duly crown-}, 
ed over his SubjeCts, hath a lawfulf,; 
Right to govera them, either by 
5 Linea | 
FP, | 


| Linea Deſcent, Conqueſt, or Compatt, 
# $o/ow0n had his Right and Title to 
A the Kingdom by deſcent from his 
1 Royal Father David, who by his 
#4 aft Will :and Teſtament, conſtitu- 
1 ted and appointed him to be his 
L immediate Succeſſor upon the 
{ Throne of 1/rac/, 1 Kings i. 35. 
The Roman Caeſar's Title to that 
4 kingdom, was by von yt and this 
IN Title was legitimated not only by 
4 the Jews acknowledgment of ir, but 
Hf 11þ by Chriſt's expreſs owning it, 
4and ſubmiſſion ro it, The People 
Y faid, We have no King but Cafar, 
'4 John 19. 15. and Chriſt owned it, 
"| Luke 20. 25. when he payed Tri- 
bute, ſaying , Give unto Ceſar the 
| things that are Ceſar's, Burt David 
| had his Title by Compad? with, and 
"*Tyoluntary EleQtion of the People ; 
q Abner confers with the Elders of 
01 15ac! about it, and they meet Da- 
PMo;d at Hebron, and there chuſe him 
king in the room of Saul, 2 Sam. 5. 
11,2, 3,4, 5. and thar in conſidera- 
*Itiog of the eminent Service he had 
if _ performed 


| 
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delivering them from their mort 
Enemies the Philiftines, Enemig] 

to their Religion, and Civil Liber 

ties ; and certaihly the Crown 

Iſrael was not a reward above the 
Merit of ſuch a performance. Tha . 

came all the tribes of Iſrael to Davil 

. #nto Hebron, and ſaid, Behold, we an 
thy bone, aud thy fleſh. Alſo th tim| 
aſt when Saul was king over as, thu 
waſt he that leddeſt out, and brougbteſ. 
in Iſrael: and the Lord ſaid to thef 
Thou ſhalt feed my people Iſrael, ani 
thou ſhalt be a captain over Iſrael. 

| all the elders of Iſrael camie to the ki 
to Hebrow, and king David made 
league with them in Hebron before thi 
Lord: and they anointed David kin! 

over Iſrael. : | 

But Chriſt hath Right to Reigr 
over our Souls by all theſe Titls 
and Claims; the Throne of out 
Souls is his by his Father's Conſts 
tution and Decree, Pſalm 2.6. Te 
have I fet my king upon my holy hill 
Ron; by Conqueſt, for he wins i 
| by 


performed for that Kingdom , it | 


be , Y ny 25S 1y ages rg & muy 


C2 
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| by the Sword of his Spirit,before he 
if poſſeſſeth it. 2 Cor. ro. 4; 5. he 
t caſts: down by Spiritual Weapons 
all that oppoſeth, and brings every 
thought into Obedience to him. 
And. he hath right alſo by Conſent 
ot and Corpad? , Plalm 110. 3. The 
| people ſhall be willing in the day of 
thy power. Of which more anon. 
(2. On the Coronation-day , 
| Kings appear in all their Royal 
| Robes, glittering Jewels, and all 
2 the. Luſtre that can. be put upon 
| them; they ſhine in the Eyes of 
the People more gloriouſly than all 
that are about them. Yelut luna, 
| inter minora ſidera: There's none 
4 like him 1n the Beauty of his Orna- 
yl ments. Much more doth Chriſt 
| excel all others in Beaury and Glo- 
| iy, to the Eyes of thoſe that chuſe 
him for their Lord and King, r Pet. 2. 
7. To you that believe, he is precious, 
i #7,” Honour it felf. Col. x. 17. 
ol He is. before all things, not only in 
# Time, or in Order, but in real 
ij Dignity.,. and ſolid Glory ,, and 
— Excel- 


7 
} 


Ie «Fs ld 
i 

: 
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lency. So his Spouſe pronounceth 


him, Pſalm 45. 2. Thou art faire] 


than the children of men , grace 


poured into thy lips. And Cant. | 


10. My beloved # white and ruday; 


the chiefeſt among ten thouſand. Ex-| 


amine and mark all the Creatures 


in both Worlds, Angels and Men;| 
and they bear no more proportion} 


to Chriſt in Glory, than a Glow. 
worm to the Sun. 


(3.) On the Coronation-day, the} 


Conlent of the People 1s demanded 
and given. Conſent-was demanded 
by A4bzer in the behalf of David, 


2 Sam. 3. 17, 18. and freely given} - 


by them in order to David's Coro- 
nation, 2 Sam. 5. x, 2, 3, 4+ Thus 
at the Coronation of our Kings, the 


' Conſent of the Nobles and Com- 
monalry is demanded on the publick 


Theatre in theſe words, 


T1 here preſent you fuch an one, 
** (naming the King) the right- 


*ftul Inheritor of the Crown of | 


*chis Realm; are you willing to 


do | 


bu” > ww cow CD 
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«your Homage,Service, and do 

«* hounden Duty to him ? 
And they ſay, 
« We are willing ; or fignify they 
Gare fo, by their loud and 
« joyful Acclamations.. 


So it 15 when Chriſt is crowned 


| King over the Soul. His right is af- 


ſerted, and their Conſent demanded 


by his Ambaſſadors ; the Believer 
manifeſts his hearty Conſent. Pfal. 
110. 3. Thy people ſhall be willing in 


the day of thy power. And over all 
that are madetrulywilling to receive 


him, he reigns, and inveſts them 


all with the Priviledges of his King- 


dom, Joh. r. 12. The Unbeliever 1s 


not willing to come under Chriſt's 


 Govergment, Fohn 5. 4. Ton will not 


come to.2e, &C.. and the iſſue of 
their unwillingneſs, is their eternal 


ruin, Luke 19. 27. But thoſe mine * 
enemies that would not that I ſhould 
|, reizn over them, bring them hither , 
| and flay them before me, Now, to 

make a Soul truly willing to accept 


C 2 Chriſt's 
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Chriſt's Government, and, give his | 


Conſent to him, four things muſt 
be done upon, and by ſuch a Soul, 
(xt ) He muſt be convinced of his 
Sin and Miſery; No Man will be 
willing to change his Lord, whilſt. 
he finds no matter of complaint, 
(2.) He muſt know, anddeliberate 
upon.the terms of Chriſt; tor an ig-. 
norant Perſon cannot be ſaid to con 
ſent. Now conſentit qui non ſentit 
Chriſt will have all the World to 
know his terms, and will not. hide 
the. worſt and hardeft things from 
them,, whether they like them or 
not. . No Man ſhall fay afterwards, 
L was ſurpriſed, or impoſed upon; 
had IL known this, I had never con- 
ſented to be a Chriſtian. Therefore 


the harde!t terms of Chriſtianity | 
are plainly propounded , Luke 14, | 


25. and that to cut off all after 
pleas and pretences for reſiling from 


Chriſt, John 16, 1. Theſe things | 


have I ſpoken to you, that ye ſhould 
avt be offended in mz. (3.) Up: 
on Deliberation. there. muſt ap- 
pear | 
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r to the Soul that chuſeth 
Chriſt, and conſents to his Govern- 
ment, a preponderating Good ;. that 
Chriſt with all his Reproaches and 
Sufferings, is better than Sin with 
all it Honours and Pleaſures. No 
Man will change for noadvantage, 
much leſs to his loſs. Thus Mo/es 
ſaw more Glory and Excellency in 
the very Reproaches of Chriſt, than 
in all che Treaſures of E:ypr,. or - 


Pleaſures of Sin, Hb, r1. 25, 26. 


_ 


O! ſaith the Soul, tho there be hard 
and bitter Sufferings in the way of 
Godlineſs, yet 'tis infinitely better for 
me to endure them for Chriſt, than 


to be damned. And upon ballance- 
_ 1ng the Gains and Lofles, rhe Con- 
| -veniences, and the Inconveniences 
'| of Chriſtianity, the odds appears 
| fogreat, that thg Soul pronouncerh, 


they are not worthy to be compa- 
red, Rom.8.18. (4.) When all is 


| done, there muſt be a Divine Al. 


mighty Influence upon the Will, 
without which Men will ' never 
heartily conſent to Chrilt's terms, 
C 3 No 
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No man (faith Chriſt) can come un- 
to me, except my father, which hath | 
ſent m:, draw him, John C. 44- 
This Influence of God upon the 
Will, is ina way ſuitable to its Na- 
ture, Hoſea 11. 4. and produdeth 
a Conſent without Co-attion. If 
the Lord ſhew any Man the infinite 
Advantages that come, and accrue 
to his Soul by Chriſt,” this very 
diſcovery doth, as it were, compel 
that Man to come into Chriſt, as 


23. a Scripture vilely abuſed in our 
times. Chrift compels none into his 
Kingdom, as the Spaniards did the 
poor 1»dians to Baptiſm ; or as 0- 


Lord's Table. He will reign over 
a willing People, or not reign at 
all. 

(4.) On the Coronation-day, a 
Champion appears on the King's be- 
half, to challenge any that ſhall de- 
ny his Right, or by allurements or 
threatnings attempt to draw his 
Subje&s from their Dury and Alle» 

| glance 5 


that Expreſſion is uſed, Lake 14. | 


' thers have been compelled to the | 
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giance3 he throws down the Gant- 

| Tet, and defies the proudeſt enemy 
'| the King hath. | 

& &" A Chriſt 15 Crowned King 
over the ſouls of his people, there 
is 2 publick defiance bil, a formal 
Challenge given to all the Enemie; 
of Chriſt and his People, as you 
may read at large, Rom. 8. 33, 34, 
3s. Who ſhall lay any thing t3 the 
charge of Gods eleft ! who is he that 
 condemneth ? who ſhall ſeparate us 
from the love of Chriſt ? Devils and 
men are defied to do their worſt. 
Chriſt muſt reign till all his ene- 
mies be put under his feet. Sin ſhall 
not have dominion over his people; 


| for they are not under the Law,but 


under Grace. Come Gebal, - Amon, 
and Amaleck, come Satan and all his 
Infernal Powers ; they are all defi- 
edin the Name of Chriſt ; Believers 
are his own Subjects, and none ſhall 
pluck.them out of his hand, 

(5) At or about the Coronation- 
day an Ac of Ind:mpnity, Pardon, 
and Oblivion is pait, and publiſhed, 

| C 4. Far. 
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pardoning the offences the ſubjeQs 
had committed unto that day 
Thus it is at the day of Chriſt's 
Coronation over the Believers ſoul, 
and its Eſpouſals to him by faith all 
his {ins are pardoned, new and old, 
oreat and ſmall ; and of this, Pro. 
clamation is openly made in the Go- 
ſpel, 4#. 10, 43. To him give all 
the Prophets witneſs, T hat through his 
HAR? , whoſoever believeth in him, 
{hall receive remiſſion of ſins. O Glo: 
rious P.rdon ! free without pur- 
chaſe, full without exception, and fi- 
nal without revocation. Now there's 
a Goal-delivery , the Priſan-doors 


are open, liberty proclaimed to the 


captives, 1/a.6r. 1, 2. The King of 
Siom 184 merciful King, and his Sub- 
jects ſhall find him ſo ; they have 
gladded his heart by accepting his 
Government,and he will glad theirs 
by his Pardons ; the Son hath made 
them free , and they are free in- 
deed. 

(6) Ina word, a Coronation-day 


1s a day of Gladnefs, a day of Joy. 


and 


"= 


11 - 


thoſe only that had rather be under 
another Government, hang the head, 
and bite the lip. 

So *tis here,all that are Loyal Sib. 
jects to Jeſus Chriſt, rejoyce excee- * 
dingly in his Government; and it 
mult needs be {o, becauſe his King- 


dom conſiſts 1n joy in the Holy 


Ghoſt, Row. 14. 17. when Zacheres 
came under this King.he came down 
joyfully, Lu#. 19. 6, 9. When the 
Eupuch received him for his Lord 
and King, he went home rejoycing, 
AF.8. 39. When Samaria ſubmit- 


| ted to his Scepter, there was great 


joy 1n_ that City, AZ. 8. 5,6. and 
let the Joy be what it will, the cau- 
ſes of Joy are greater than the Joy 


1t ſelf. But thoſe that belong to Sa- 


tans Kingdom , that love co be un» 
der the dominion of fin, and hate 
the {tritneſs and ſeverities of Reli- 
gion, theſe are the only Male-con- 
tents, thele tret to ſee Chriſt's King- 


dom enlarged, and ſecretly plot to 
de- 
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deſtroy it. Thus we ſee the Agree, [ 


ment betwixt the day of a King 


Coronation over his Subjects, and 


Chriſt's Coronation over Believers, 

But tho they harmonize 1n theſ: 
Particulars, and divers others that 
may be named; yet, 

2/y, There are as many remark. 
able differences and diſagreements 
betwixt them, but none to the: Be. 
lievers loſs, or diſadvantage, for they 
all fall on his fide ; as, ex gr. 

(1) *Tis not the privilege of eve. 
ry ſubject, no, nor of one among 
many thouſands, to ſee the Kinp 
who 15 Crowned over them, to hear 
his voice, or give their explicite 
conſent in his preſence. . But every 
{ubjeC in Chriſt's Kingdom doth ſee 
Chriſt by the eye of Paith: Foh. 6. 
40. He that ſeeth the Son, and belie- 
veth on him. Seeing, and believing, 
are terms convertible ; they do all 
hear his voice, and give their explt- 
cite conſent to take him for their 


King. Union with Chriſt is not a 


work tobe done by a proxie or repre- 
ſenta- 


fl 
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Gutative, but it 15 the reſult of a 


\ 
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ſolemn debate betwixt Chrift and 
the ſoul 

(2) Kings are Crowned over 
many that love them not, but are 
filld with prejudice againſt their 
Perſons and Government. 

But it cannot be ſo 1n the King- 
dom of Chriſt ; zo them that believe, 
he is precious, 1 Pet. 2.7.all Chriſt's 
ſubjeAs love him above Father or 
Mother , Wife or Children ; yea, 


| above their own lives, otherwiſe 


they cannot be his ſubjects, Lek. 14. 
26. they alſo delight in his Govern- 
ment, and nothing would be more 
pleaſant to their ſouls than to find 
every thought of their heart brought 
into ſubjetion to him, 2 Cor. 10 4,5. 
They dare not confederate with his 
enemies, and will chuſe rather to 
die than forſake him ; they will e- 
ſteem it a glorious thing, though 


| their right arm ſhould .be ſevered 


from their ſhoulder-blade, for their 
regular endeavours to defend and 
ſupport the Crown upon' the Head 


.| of their Royal Maſter. (3) 
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(3) The relation betwixt a King| ge 


and his Subjeas may and muſt bf ze 


diſſolved by death. Death fears nal 
to arreit the moſt potent Monardly 


upon his Throne, and tranſlate hy 
Crown to another Head. 

But our King, Chriſt, lives fa 
ever, death hath no dominion ove 


him ; his Kingdom is an everlaſting| 


Kingdom, and his Dominion that 
which ſhall have no end, Daz. 7, 
I3, 14. Death is fo far from ſe 


rating Chriſt and his SubjeQs, that 


it brings them nearer together than 
ever they were before ; 1t brin 

them into his immediate Preſence, 
to his Facial viſion, r Cor. 13. 12, 


and fixes them there for every: 


1 Theſ. 4. 17. 

(4) Kings may degenerate into 
Tyrants, and Subjects into Rebels; 
they may undermine the Laws, Lt: 
berties arid Religion of their Peo- 
ple. They that rule over the people, 
may make them to howl, 1/. 5 2. 5. 
the world is too full of ſuch inſtan- 
ces and examples. But Chriſt can 


never |. 


Pi 


by 


tr 
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1 gever oppreſs his SubjeCts,the Srep- 
k go his Kingdom is a right Scepter, 


ell burden #5 light, Mat. 1. -9. and his 
x true Subjects can never ſhake off 
their Allegiance to him, they will 
r| rather die than do it. 
el (5) Kings will not permit their 
Y greateſt Favourites to {it 1n their 
Thrones ; *tis their peculiar ho- 
1 nour,and not communicable to any, 


af be greater than thou, laid Pharoah to 
nf his Joſeph. 

5] - But Chriſt permits and appoints 
Il all his SubjeQts to ſit with him up- 
| 0h: his Throne, Rev. 3. 21. the 
[glory which God gave him, he hath 
given to them, Joh. 17. 22. What 
0 King 1 is like Chriſt ? 

(6) To conclude ; The joy and 
- rrumph at a King's Coronation, is 
-| onily among men, in this lower 
| world ; bur the j joy and triumph at 
, Chriſt Coronation, is among An- 
| gels in Heaven, Luk. 15. 7. Þhe 
" of God holds a ſolema criumph 
at 


gf Pſal. 45. 6. Flis yoke i eaſic, and Wis 


7 
| Ger. 41.40. Only in the Throne I will 
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at the converſion of a particular fin. 
ner. What are the ſhouts of mentg 
the Jubilations of Angels ? | 


Thus you have fix Particulan| 


wherein they agree, and as many in 
which they differ. 


We come in the next place toen | 


quire into | 
3/y, The Reaſons why Chriſt's 
Coronation over Believers 1s the day 


of the gladneſs of his heart : And} 


it muſt be ſo, 


(1) Becauſe it is Chriſt's Marri:| 


age-day, at leaſt the day of his Ek 
pouſals; and the day of Marriage 


or Eſpouſals'1s a day of joy and glad-| 


neſs. Chrit hath now a new Spouſe, 
a foul in which he never dwelt be- 


fore; and-2s a Bridegroom rejoiceth 
ever the Bride, ſo doth Chriſt over be- 


levers, Ha. 62.5. hereis anew rela] 


lation entred,and that with the King 


of kings, the Angels of God re} 
joyce exceedingly in it, but mucki 
more Chriſt the bleſſed Bridegroom! 
(>) Tis Chriſt's day of ConqueltÞ 
and Victory over Satan ; the day in' 


which 
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Be => =. oO 


) 
"7 & 


mi 


: 


T Preached at Dartmouth. 


| which he hath depoſed him from his 
Throne, Mat. 12. 29. delivered a 
ſoul of invaluable worth in his eyes, 
\ out of the power of darknefs, and 
tranſlated it into his own Kingdom, 
Col. 1.13. And the day of Con- 
queſt is a day of extraordinary joy 
and triumph, 1/a. 9. 3. 
| (3) "Tis theday in which he re- 
ceives the fruit and reward of his 
; bloody travels and bitter agonies ; 


| born to God, an heir born to the 
o| HeavenlyInheritance. Now'tis moſt 


 toſeeof the travel of his ſoul, 1. 
62.11. no fatisfaCtion in this world 
comparable to it. When a young 
pl fir is born to the Kingdom and 
Crown of Heaven, it deſerves a 
Triumph. 

(4) *Tis the day in which Chriſt 
fndsa foul that was loſt, Luk.15.5,6. 
| What joy was it to the Father of the 
3 Prodigal, when he had found his 


i; bop 
loſt Son? Luk. 15. 20. there was 


% 


: 
*% 
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mirth and muſick, feaſting and re- 
| joycing, 


n 
bn}. 


q 
= 


-there 15 now a Son or Daughter 


pleaſant and joyful to Jeſus Chriſt” 
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joycing ; - This my Son was loſt,an i 
found , was dead, and is alive. 
Poor Sinners are loft Creaturg 


by nature, they have loſt their God| 


and therein themſelves too, Gao 


hain loft, and the Devil found eveſ 
Ty unregenerate finner ; all ſtrayenſ 
from God fall to his ſhare ; but thy 
| loſs is not irrecoverable; the erran 


and end for which Chriſt came inty 

the world, was to ſeek and to ſay 
that which was loſt, Maz.18. r 1. aff 
when the (inner that was loſt, comg 
home to him by repentance and 
faith, he obtains the. end of his In 
carnation, Life and Death,upon tha 
foul, which cannot but be the day 
of rhe gladneſs of his heart. 

If then the day of King's Eſpoy 
ſals or Marriage bea day of joy aid 
gladneſs to his foul: If a day d 
conquelt and dividing the ſpoils, bei 
day of joy to the Conqueror after? 
ſharp and bloody fight. If it bes 


joy to a Mother after long and ſort 
travel to embrace in her arms; aild|-- 
kiſs the child for whom ſhe-endure] ; 

| al 
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4 ſomany bitter throws; if it be a joy 

toa father tofind and recover a child 

& that was loſt, and as dead to him : 

| In a word, If it be high delight and 

| fatisfaCtion to ſee a great deſign on 
& which the. heart 1s intently ſer, 

if brought at laſt by orderly conduct, 

to the defired happy iſſue ; then let 

wallow the day of a ſinners coming 

into Chriſt by converſion, to be as 

W 2 Coronation-day to a King, the 

| day of his Eſpouſals, and of the 

et gladneſs of his heart. 


| 
VSE. L 
This Point, like a fruitful root, 
ſends forth many Branches , and 
all loaden with diverſity of fruits. 
The firſt is for information, in ſeve- 
\ ral Inferences from it. 


Infer. x. Be informed from hence, 
hat is the true cauſe and reaſon of 
Satan's rage and ſpight againſt the Go- 
| ſpel, and the moſt painful, able, and 
| ſucceſsful Preachers of it in the world. 
/The great deſign of the Goſpel, 
| D and 


_ 
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1Twade-them to break away from 


and of all that ſincerely preach it, | 
is to win and per{wade Satan's ſub. | 
jets to forſake his cruel,unjuſt, and | 
tyrannical Government, and ſub. | 
mit to the Kingdom and Scepter of | 
the Lord Jeſus. What 1s the Preach | - 
ing of the Goſpel, but the ſounding 
of a Trumpet in the Devil's King. 
dom, to win his ſubjeats from their 
Allegiance to him ; to proclaim an- 
other King in his Territories ? Eve- 
ry faithful Miniſter's buſineſs 1s to | 
gather theſe wretchedV aflals of Sa- 
ran together , and ſet before them 
the miſerable captivity and bondage 
they are in under that Tyrant that 
rules over them, whoſe Laws like 
Draco's, are written in the blood of} 
their ſouls, to exaggerate their ſin] 
and miſery, and to let them know 
how willing Chriſt is to receive and 
ave them,it they will renounce and] 
abandon Satan's Government. To| _ 
{ct before them the bleſſed freedom | 
and glorious priviledges of the Sub-| 
jects of Chriſt. To beſeech and per-| 


their 
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- over to Chriſt, to anſwer all thr 
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' to denounce the wrat of God a- 
| gainſt all rhe refuſers of Chriſt's 
_ gracious Proclamation. Now Satan 


Be 
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_ to fight againſt him : Oh how it 


*tjons, Slanders, &c. in ſhowers 
upon Chriſt's faithful Miniſters. 


- muſt vaniſh as the light of the Go-« 
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their old cruel Maſter , and come 


Pleas and ObjeRions againſt it, and 


1s not ignorant of all this;he eſteems 
the loſs of one, much more the re- 
yolt of many , a greater miſchief 
than a King reckons the loſs of a 
Kingdom , and to ſee them break a- 
way ſo faſt from him, and be liſted 


grates that envious ſpirit, and ſhar- 
pens his malice againſt the Inſtiu- 
ments and Agents in this work! | 
* This, asa late Wotthy ſpeaks,tor- Guns 
© ments the foul ſpirit, to ſee him- oy _ 
« elf forſaken of his old friends and *'* **: 
* ſervants, . and this new Lord to 
© comie and take away his ſubje&s 
* from him. Hence come Perſecu- 


He knows his Kingdom of darkneſs 
Ipel tifes and ſpreads it ſelf; Yo 


2 read; 


nigh,thatBaby/oz muſt fall;and thoſe 
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read, Rev. 14. 6, 7. of an Angel 


fleeing in the midſt of heaven, having 
the everlaſting Goſpel to preach to them 
that dwell oxi the earth. And in ver,$, 


you have another Angel following | 


him, ſaying, Babylon #s fallen, 2s fal- | 


len, that great City. No ſooner is | 


the two-edged {word of the Goſpel 
drawn,but the next voice 1s, Victo. 
ry, victory. He knows every home- 
charge made by the Goſpel will 
iſſue in a rout of his Infernal Legji- 
ons. Now Miniſters coming forth 
againſt him as Heraulds to proclaim 
Chriſt's right, and as Caprazns of the 
Army of Chriſt their General ; he 
owes them a particular grudge, and 
leeks every way to ſtop their | 


mouths, and deſtroy their perſons, | - 


And ſurely he hath puſhed hard at 
them, and made deſperate attempts 
againſt them in our days; no doubt 
but it was reckon'd a great ſervice 
done him, to ſhut up the mouths of 
ſo many at once ; but the time draws 


that could not lately ſhew their faces 
| | on | 
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on Earth, muſt fly in the midlt of 


' Heaven with the everlaſting Goſpel. 
The dead Witneſſes of Chriſt, ſhall - 


hear ſhortly a great voice from Hea- 
yen, ſaying, . Come »p hither ; and 
they ſhall aſcend in a Cloud, their 


' enemies beholding, but not able any 


more to hinder them. 


Inter, 2. How cauſeleſs and alto- 


ther groundleſs are the diſcouragements 
and fears of humbled and convinced 
faners, That Feſwus Chriſt will rejet# 
them, and ſhut the door of mercy a- 


 painſs them, if they ſhould 20 to him, 


and caft their poor ſinful fouls upon 
him by faith ? | 
Certainly ſuch perſons fear, 


| -Where no fear is. Thar which is the 
command of Chriſt,the earneſt de- 


fire of his ſoul,that a&t which makes 
his heart glad, as the Text ſpeaks, 
can never meet with fuch a repulſe 
as you fear. Was ever any. King 
unwilling to have the Crown ſet 
upon his Head ? Do they ule to 


trown upon their Subje&s that are 


D 3 upon 
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upon the knee, tender their Homage | 
and Allegiance to them ? No, no, | 


*tis the day of the gladneſs of their 


hearts Renounce thy old Maſter 


Satan, give a bill of divorce to thoſe 
luſts which have reigned over thy 
ſoul; ponder well Chriſt's terms, 
and heartily conſent to them, and 
try whether he will not quickly 
confute theſe vain fears of thine, 
and fully make good his gracious, 
{weet, and moſt encouraging word, 
Joh. 6. 37. Him that cometh unto 
we, T will in no wiſe caſt out. A ſweet 
encouragement to a coming-ſoul ; 
and becauſe ſenſe of guilt and un- 
worthineſs uſually doubles their 
fears, Chriſt hath cauſed a double 
negative to be put into that Text,on 
purpoſe to obviate their fears and 


diſcouragements, 8 wi &x622w 7, | 


] will not, no, I will not ; or as 


we render, I will in no wiſe caſt | 
him out. AQts of delight flow free- 


ly, and eaſily, and fo doth this. 
Inter 3 What a high and honours 


able 


| Preached at Dartmouth, 14g 


able relation doth faith bring the ſoul 
| of « ſinner into ! the day of Converſ;- 
on, ts the day of that ſouls Eſpouſals to 
 Chrift. 

A King from Heaven makes ſuit 
for a poor ſinners heart, wooes for 
union with ſinful creatures ; rejoy- 
ces exceedingly when he wins their 
conſent ; and eſpoules them for ever 
to himſelf, when he obtains it ; for 
contrac7us 1s nothing. elle, but cox | 
| ſenſus explicatins ; @ comtract is con- 
ſent explained, in #firmative plain 
words de preſeati. Þ do diſclaim and. 
| forever renounce all others,and wit... 

lingly yield up my heart and life r@ 
Telts Chriſt. Now ex contratu or 
tar vinculam ; an obligation reſults 
from this contra& with Chriſt: and 
a moſt honourable Myſtical Union 
with him. He that 7s joyned to the 
Lord, is one ſpirit, 1 Cor. 6. 17 The 
greateſt honour that was ever put 
' Upon the humane nature, was by 
its aſſumption into union with the 
Son of God Hypoſtatically; and the 
. freateſt honour that can be done to 
. 4 nn 
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our perſons, is by our union with 


Chriſt »yſtically 3 hereby we be. 


come members of his body, of his fleſh, | 
aud of his bones, Ephel. 5. 30. the 
Spouſe of Chriſt ; Oh what a pre- | 


ferment is this ! What ſoul feels nat 


it {elf lifted up far above all earthly. 
honours,in ſuch a relatzon to Chriſt | 


as this? The Nob/zs and Barons of 
the Kingdom think it a preferment 


to ſerve the Queen; and the Angels | 


of Heaven do not think themſelyes 


degraded by performing ſervice to | 
the Bride, the Lambs Wife. Well: 


might Great Conſtantine prefer the 


honour of being a member of the. 
Church,to that of being head of an : 


Empire. 


Let all the Saints underſtand their Þ 
dignity and priviledges by this their 
honourable union with Chriſt, and: 
with it let them ballance all the re- 


proaches, {corns and contempts this 


vile world loads them with for his 16 


{ake. 


areadful and damning nature of the ſin 


Inter. 4. Be informed hence of the | 


of 
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of unbelief ; & fin that queſtions, yea de- 


wes ChriſPs riobt torule over the (out; 
& 3 


| Hinds the mind, hardens the heart, 


iffens the will, and makes the ſoul 


| oſtinate and inflexible to all the graci- 


0 tenders of Chriſt in the Goſpel. 


1 Unbelief js the poyſonous breath 
'of Satan, whiſpering jealouſfies, ſur- 
mizes and dangerous prejudices a- 


gainſt Chriſt into the ear of the ſoul, 


and all tending to this miſchievous 
| &fiign and purpole, viz. To hinder 
| or break the treaty of the Spiritual 
4 marriage betwixt Chriſt and the 


Soul. Now *rwill be digging at 


| the very root and foundation ot the 
4 alſenting act ; and thus it whiſpers, 


How canft thou be ſure of the reali- 


1 pot the things reported in the Go- 
Pt 


[? Is it not poſſible they may be 


deviſed Fables ? the cunning arti5- 
- Jeesof men to keep the world in awe? 
{thou never ſaweſt Chriſt, for whoſe 
ſake thou art ſo earneſtly follicited 
Jto renounce all thy real ſweet and 
' Jprelent comforts and enjoyments. 
' JThen it dilates rhetoricallyupon the 


ſevere 


3n-- 
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ſevere terms of the Goſpel, adviſ| 
the ſoul to think ſadly, how hard, / 
grievous, and unreaſonable the d&.| 
mands of Chriſt be, Lyk. 14.26. I[* 
any man come to me, and hate not his | 
father and mother, wife and children 

brethren and ſiſters ; yea, and his ons la 
life alſo, he cannot be my diſciple.Howl*: 
likeſt thou this,ſoul ? here be all thy [ 
principal comforts, thy moſt deat bi 
and deſirable things in the world: by 
both perſonal and relative,to be forf; 
ſaken, yea, hated for Chriſt's ſake|ſ; 
the terms are ſet ſo high,that a mij 
muſt lofe his brains and bowels toy [* 
ſaith unbelief, before he can I ln 
wrought up to them. Canſt tha ling 
endure to ſee all the Iabours of thy p 
life to become a prey to thine ent | 
mies ? that 'which hath coſt thee þ ll. 
much ſtudy and toyl, ſcattered all; 
deſtroyedina day, when i is yet i 
the power of thine hand to ſaveally; 
thy habitation to caſt thee out, til 
pleaſant fields poſſeſt by ftrangeni; 
Impins has ſegetes ; Haſt thou hard 
nels enough to encounter _ : 


[t 
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9 fight with hunger, thirſt, and 
a neſs ? to lye in a naſty Goal, tO 
ure a parting pull with neareſt 
Y Relatives, which are as thine own 
7 q|pul? but yet there are harder trials 
"Ythan cheſe; canſt thou endure a tor- 
Mlacncing death by cruel barbarous 
ſcemics ? Canlt thpu ſtand quietly 
At. ſtake, and endure the exquilite 
k tarments of the fire, and that in the 
Mc of thy time, whilſt thou art 
n [ls flower of thine age; fulneſs of 
by ſenſes, and haſt ſo fair a proſpect 
« many pleaſant years before thee ; 
Y al. all this for an unſeen glory in 
mother world ? Theſe are the feel- 
Wis Arguments urged by infidelity 
ainft embracing Chriſt's over- 
Wlttres 3 in the Goſpel, or coming un- 
df the Scepter of this new Lord; 
land with how many do they prevail! 
a1: Fhus Satan fixes his.ſubjeCts , and 
Moc them ſecure to himſelf 


a 


But ſinner,if God have zny inten- 


tion of ſaving-mercy to thy ſoul, 
Yitou ſhalt feel the more potent prin- 
{ples of Divine faith and love over- 

POower- 
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powering and ſubacting theſe az|® 


Nl reaſonings within thy ſoul.”? 
admirable to behold the Almighl 
influences of Grace upon Naturg* 
How the drawings of the Spirit. 
Omnipoteat pull at the heart, makg 

the ſtrongeſt tyes this world ht: il 
upon it, to give way, and w/ ls 
loſe, Mark 10.28. Lord, we have lefif 
all, and followed thee. Tf not, os 4s 
thou be ixedly reſolved not tf 
change Satan's Government {af 
Chriſt's; if thou ſay in thy hear [6 
and ſtand to that ſaying, I will ng Joc 
_ ver conſent to ſuch hard condition 
then hear thy ſentence, read thi} 
Mittimus, Luk. 19. 27. But thilt | 
mM1me enemies , that would not that jt 
ſhould reign over them, bring hit Al 
and ſlay them before me. "The ſep 41nd 
rence is dreadful, the execution ſur [at 
thy unbelief will as ſurely dam: 
| thee, as a milſtone about thy neck 15, 
in the midſt of the Sea will drow! = 
thee, Mark 16.16. He that belicvelll. 
zot, ſhall be damned ; thou haſt call, 
the vilelt diſhonour upon Chrilff y 


thei 
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[thou haſt rejeted the only way of 
#|Ulyation ; and what can the iſſue 
Yaſthy final unbelief be,but ruin and 
Atſtrucion ? 


vi 1 
ef - 


. "oe II. My next work w1ll be per- 


afive work,to gain the conſent of 
{ lu fouls to come under'the Scepter 
[1oc Government of Chriſt ; to 
bn 


| 


- 


MHmke his heart glad,and your ſelves 
Fhappy for ever by your Eſpouſals to 
Him. And Oh that I could this day 


6 repreſent this King in his glory, 
Ab diſcover the miſerable thraldom 


Ii 


you are in under. Satan, and your' 


Ahfts ; ſo clear up the reaſonableneſs 
#:nd eafineſs of Chriſt's terms and 
A&mands, that there might be as 
Athearful and hearty (tho not ſo loud 
Find audible) an applauſe and accla- 
mation returned to my demand of 
[Jour conſent to Chriſt, as this day 
46s, or ever was at the Coronation of 
ay King. 

al r. And to thisend, firſt conſider 
wile glory and dignity of the perſon 


Jl of 
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of C bitt.; he is the Sohn, of God yl 
nature, the brightneſs of his alan Wþ 
and the expreſs image of his perſqgſy 
Heb. 1. 3. He is the Prince "Y ur 
kings of the Earth, Rev. 1.5. Thy, 
moſt glorious Monarch that eve 
{way*d a Scepter over men, is hy 
as a worm of the earth,or a aſe 
ble inſect in the air, compar'd vil; 4 
Solomon in his Glory ; the molt pg 
fect beauty in the Creatures beneal i 
or above, is blackneſs and deforl, I» 
ty in compariſon with Chriſt ; th a 
beauty of Roſes, Lillies; Sun, Stan 
' Angels, 15 not worthy to be me Bo 
oned in compariſon with Chriſty 
T hon art fairer (ſaith his Spoul & n 
than the children of men : Naw 
ever ſaw him fſavingly by the eyes 
faith, but were charmed into hi & 7 
boſom by love. The Facial Vii 
of Chriſt, is the feaſt of blellaſtoc 
ſouls above. | | '' "W 
This King of Glory makes ſul 
tor your hearts this day ; he wo p 
for your conſent ; he paſſed by Hs 
ftate Angels, not. once making t 
2 rolþ 
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yiatender of reconciliation or union; 
a hut comes to you in his red gar- 
wments, glorious in his apparel : He 
t{fhed his invaluable blood to redeem 
Wyou to God : He loved you, and gave 
alhimſelf for you ; if there be a drop 
wha love in your hearts, methinks the 
alexcellency of Chriſt ſhould extract 
hand engage it ; write that man a 
a{heaſt, a ſenſeleſs ſtock, that hath no 
adore for Chriſt. 
WW 2. Conſider ſecondly, what a 
Wbefſed ſtate abounding with glori- 
anJous and invaluable priviledges your 
ntfonſent to be Chriſt's,is introduQtive 
lt; it opens into all priviledges, 
Wmercies,and bleffings,deſirable in the 
ofgyes of men ; it opens into freedom 
efand liberty from the vaſſalage of 
Whatan,the Ebads of fin, the curſe 
fot the Law , the danger of wrath 
to come, Joh.8.36. If the Son there- 
| fore make you free, then are ye free in- 
Wiked. It opens the door into reſt and 
ooeace, peace with God , peace in 
{your own Conſciences, Row.5.1,2,3. 
withe deliciouſneſs 'of peace you ne- 
rap ver 
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ver yet taſted , who are ſtranges|* 
ro Chriſt, nor ever ſhall cill youſ; 
conſent to be his, Rev. 2. 17. thi 
ſhall be your Support -amid? al 
the Confuſions and DiſtraCtions, 
Hurries and Tumults of this reſt] 
leſs and unquiet World, Mzc. 5. of 
This man ſhall be the peace , whal. 
the Aſſyrian cometh into our land, 
axd whey he ſhall tread in our Palate 
Chriſt hath pitcht his Standard 
the Goſpel, repair unto 1t, conf" 
urider his Banner , and lift yoy 
ſelves among his faithful Subſ 
jets, and the glory of the Worll 
to come is yours, if you ove 
come and be faithful unto death 
Revelat. 3. 21. The Subjeas | 
Chriſt in this Kingdom of Grac] 
are ſhortly to be all tranſlated 1 
to the Kingdom of Glory, Ronlf 
8. 3O. | 


3. Conſider the miſerable bon 
dage you are now in, over wholl 
Satan rules, and how your conditf 
on ſtill grows worſe and worſe, tif 
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| it ſhall not be capable of any fur- 
hy "ther addition of milery, . to make it 
M2 more abſolutely and compleatly mi- 
WT fcrable. 

all. 


Ry \ You: are now without God, 


| without a Promiſe, without peace, 
37} without the pardon of one fin, 
M1 Ephe/e 2.12, You have no Com- 
i munion with God , nor title to 
"T Heaven, ſlaves to your ſordid 
4 Luſts, 7:4 3. 3. You are under 
MM the curſe, Gal. 3. 10. Condem= 
Wi ned already, John 3. 18. And . * 
"7 when ever you die out of Chriſt, 
"4 you ſhall die in your ſins, John 8. 
"4 24, He that. was your Ruler 
bl n this World, is to be both your 
4 Companion and Tormenter in 
*1 the world to come, Matthew 25: 


1 
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_ Is this a condition to be ſatisfied 
| in? Can you ſleep quietly in your 
M Chains? O methinks . the poor 
a7 Priſoners of Satan ſhould” ſigh 
"= | E and 
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and cry through the Grates of 
the Priſon , eſpecially when they 
are informed of deliverance at the 
door ! 


|  » You have no reaſon to ſcare at 

the Terms and Conditions pro- 
pounded to you by Chriſt ; they 
are equal , neceflary and  eaſie, 
Matth. 11. 29. Come unto me; my 


yoke 13 eaſe, and my burthen light. 


His commands are a0t grievous, 
1 Johns. 3. A his ways ave plea- 
fantnſs, and all his pat's are peace, 
Proverbs 3. 17. The joy of the Lord 
ſhall be your firength, Nehem. 8. 10, 
If there be* repenting-work , be- 
leviog-work, (in- mortifying-work, 
or ſuffering-work' for you ; there 
is alſo a ſuitable proviien of Di- 
vine aſſiſtance to enable and car- 
ry you through it all, 2 Cor. 12. 
9. My grace ts fr Mictent for thee : 
 It-men caſt you'our, God will re- 


ceive you, -2 Cor, 6. 17, 18. If 


any ſharp trial Aa you, there's 
a door 


—@þ 
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8 door of eſcape prepared for your 
out-let, 1 Corixth. 10. 13. If you 
meet with trouble in the World ; 
you ſhall not fail of peace in 
Chriſt, John 16. 33. If you loſe 
any outward Enjoyment for 
Chriſt's ſake, it ſhall be recom- 


| praced an hundred-fold in this 


World , beſides the reward of 
Heaven hereafter, Matth, 19. 29. 
If you be caſt in. Priſon for Chriſt 
the Comforter ſhall come from 
Heaven and reſt upon you there, 
1 Pet. 4-13, 14: If you ſuffer with 
him , you ſhall reign with him, 
TIME 3. 3a 


What think ye Brethren of 
Chriſt's terms now ? What is there 
here for Men to ſcare and fright 
at? Can you mend your ſelves 
elewhere? O! when ſhall the 
Match be made ? When will you 


c | come to Chriſt, and ſay, Lord, 


[ heartily conſent to take thee for 
my King ; I am pleaſed with the 
2 


hardeſt 


g1 
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hardeſt Condition required in thy 
word! ; 


(5.) Laſtly, Be convinced of the 


-» 


unreaſonableneſs of all that you 


can pretend againſt this great Du. 
ty. If you ſay, the pains of Mor. 
tification are hard; you muſt | 
in reaſon yeild that the pains 
of Damnation are harder; and | 


that it's better for you to enter 
into Life: halr and maimed, than 
having two Eyes or Hands to be 


caſt into Hell, where the worm 


dies not, and where the fire 1s 
not quenched, Marth. 5. 29. It 
you ſay, you have no power to 
come to Chriſt ; your Conlſcien- 
ces will preſently tell you, that 


you never yct put forth the ut-| 


termoſt power that you have, in 
ſtriving for your. own Salvation. 


Ir: will alſo tell you, that you| 


ſuppoſe you have ſuch a Power, 
elle, why have you fo long de- 
| layed Repentance and Conver- 

ſiog 


he 


os 
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fion upon this pretence , That 
you will ferioufly perform them 
hereafter ? Beſides, tho your en- 
deavours do not oblige God to 


do that for you, you cannot do 
| of your ſelves; yet *tis more 
| probable he will do ſo, when you 
| ſtrive to your utmoſt, than when 


you careleſly negiet thoſe Du- 
ties; and give your ſelves up t9 


\ the contrary Courſes. If you fay, 


You would ftrive if you were al- 


ſured of ſucceſs, and that you 
| ſhould be received and accepted 


by Chriſt, if you came unto 
him, and did caſt your poor Souls 
upon him ; you can anſwer your 
ſelves, if you will, That you dai- 
ly ſpend your Time, Pains, and 


Studies, upon lefſer things, ha- 


ving no aſſurance at all of ſuc- 
cels, The FHusbandman toils all 
day at Plough, yet is not affared- 


of a good Harveſt; his Corn 
may dye in the, Seed, or be blaft- 


ed in the Ear. The Marixer ven» 
Ez tures 


p Ts TP ey ag 
n LT, 
. 
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tures his Eftate upon the Sea, 


yet hath no aſſurance of a good: 
Return 5 the Ship may mulſcar- | 


Ty. The Mizer will dig into the 
Bowels of the Earth, and- try 


Here and there, yet hath no af- ] 
ſurance he ſhall find that rich ' 


Vein of Ore, that ſhall recom- 
pence his coſt and pains. Now, 
if Men will labour ſo hard, and 


adventure ſo much upon uncer- 


tainties for a little of the World, 
doth not your own reaſon con- 
clude you ought to do more, and 
adventure further than any of 


them to obtain Chriſt ,, and eter- 


nal Salvation ? O ftrive, ftrive 
to make your eſcape out of Sa- 
tan's Kingdom, to Chriſt ; fit not 
with ' folded hands on the ſeats 


of Sloth, ſaying *cis to: no pur- 


poſe! 


Suppoſe your ſelves now upon 
our Death-bed, all. earthly Com- 
forts inſipid things to you ; Con- 
Zo we {ctence 


A; 
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ſcience preſaging the Wrath to 
come; Time and\ Hope ending 
together ; would you not then 

with, O, that we had been ruled 
and governed by Chriſt's Laws 
| and Spirtt, and :not by Satan, 
| and our own Luſts! Had we been 
| the Servants: of Chr.ft, we had 
now been going to Chriſt; had 


he governed, he would have ſaved. 


4} us; but his Servants we are to 
whom we obey; we have ſerved 
our Luſts, and the wages of-Sin 1s 
Death. | 


Or ſuppoſe you ſaw the Glory 
of Heaven, or' the Horrors of 
Hell; that you heard the: Alelu- 
jahs of the Palm-bearing 'multi- 
tude, or the Shrieks of 'damned 
caſt-aways ; would it be ſo indit- 
ferent a thing to you, whether 
you obey Chriſt's call or no ? Be- 
lieve it, theſe are no deviſed Fa- 
bles, bur do really exit, whether 
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you mind them or not: 'And 


E 4 


why 
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why ſhould you not ſuppoſe, and l. 
forethink things lo ſure, and ſq Ji 
nigh? A ſweet Voice comes from: fi 


Heaven this day, ſaying , Let all Jn 


that expet to enjoy the Glory Jd 
that is here, ſee that they ſubmit Js 
heartily to Chriſt's Scepter, for 


he ſaves no more than he Rules; [ii 


and the whole number of the glo- 


 .rified in Heaven, is made up of ſth 


ſuch as heartily cloſed with Chriſt's Þ6 
terms on Earth. A dreadful voice Ju 
comes up from Hell, crying as it 


were in your Ears, As ever you | 


expect to eſcape the Mileries and | 


Torments that are here, do not re- ' pl; 


jet Chriſt's Yoak and Govern- 
ment as we did ; our yielding up 
of our ſelves to the ſway and go- 


> verament of our Luſts, was our 
ruin. 


UVSE IIL 


'To conclude, Let all Men try 
their awn Eſtates, and examine 
r0 
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Ip what King they do indeed be- 


Jbag; and whoſe Subjects, in 
Jruth, they are, Chriſt's or Sa- 


Ian's; for theſe two Kingdoms 


FJvide the whole World. God 
Jhath furniſhed us with fſelf-refle- 


ting powers; we are able to re- 
tre out of the confuſed Noiſes 


 Jof the World, and fit retired in 
the innermoſt Cloſet of our own 
Fouls, where none but God and 
Jour Conſciences ſhall be privy 
Ito our debates; and there {o- 
Jkmnly demand of our Conſci- 
Fence, and charge it to make 
] pun and faithful Anſwers to 
Fhuch Queſtions and Enquiries as 


[theſe ; 


Queſt. 1, To whom do I yield 
the moſt prompt, chearful, and 
conſtant obedience? To the Com- 
mands of Chriſt, or to the Solt- 
citations of Satan, and my own 
Luſts? He that hath my Obedi- 
ence, the ſame is my Lord and 
King, 


J 
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King, Rom. 6. 16. To whom uſt 
yield your ſelves ſervants to obey, his 
ſervants 'ye are to whom ye obe).ny 
When God and Conſcience calls me 
to pray, and the World calls me offi 
to attend its enfnaring pleaſures, fk: 
and unneceſſary employments;þl 
Which of theſe Calls do I pay obe-ſ 
dience to? | } 


* ﬆ1 


K 
Queſt. 2. Who Governs the ſe] 
cret and unſeen part of my Life? 
Thar every Man 1s in the account: 


| 
of 


of God, which he 1s 1n ſecretylt | 
Romaxs 2. 28, 29. Now, who 1s ti 
King in the Cloſet ? And what] 
Rules do my thoughts move by?{ind 
If Chriſt bring my thoughts intoſ#4. 
obedience, ſo that I dare not inzs\e 
dulge to my ſelf a finful liberty tal 
enjoy the ſpeculative pleaſure offfll 
the - Sins I have ated, or would|k 
att had I ——_— for it : Andjſc; 
if T am in the fear of God whedlnic 
alone, and make Conſcience of|wh 
my ſecret, as well as publick|anc 
Duties, 
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#PÞories, then I am under Chrift's 
fovernment , and he is King of 
#Þþy Soul, 2 Cor. 10. 5. Matth. 6. 
ok, But if I make an external 
fikw of obedience to Chriſt, and 
sAecretly obey my Luſts, I am re- 
bly the ſervant of Sin, and belo 
&[Þ another King, O my Conſci- 
Mhce, what faiſt thou to theſe 
ings * | 

N | 

I Queſt. 3. Whom do I follow, 
thc heartily reſolve to follow, when 
It comes to a parting-point be- 
ix Chriſt and the World ? 
When I muſt cleave to the one, 
Hind forſake the other , Marth. 6. 
01:14 Do I with full purpoſe of 
vIkart cleave to the Lord? As 1x. 
0113 1s it my fincere reſolution to 
bllow the Lamb whitherfoever 
dike goeth? Rev. 14. 4+. or have I 
lectet reſerves to quit Chriſt's Ser- 
Anice, and give Religion rhe flip, 
f[when it comes to a real diſtreſs 
Rand difficulty? Theſe are ſound- 


S, ing 
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ing Queſtions, and will diſcovery 
whoſe Government we are un$] 
der. hicl 
id 


The CONCLUSION. He 
Pre 
bo Thus I have endeavoured to ſpifhnc 
ritualize and improve the greatfpy 
and | ſolemn AQtions of this goodhhut 
day; a Day, for which I hopyſfpu 
the Children yet unborn ſhalle 
praiſe the Lord : How happy willhi 
our Kiag and Qieen be, it They 
Reign -over a People that Chr 3B 
Reigneth over, and will conſchſihe 
entioully pay them Obedience infthe 
and for the Lord! I believe it willfint 
be a greater Joy to their Souls, to { 
ſee you ſet the Crown upon Chriſt's]the 
Head, in your ſubjeQtion to hisffuc 
Laws, than to ſee the Imperilſint 
Crown of Ezz/and ſet upon their 
own Heads : Religion breeds the] 
beſt Subjects. To _ 
\|th 


/ 


| Preached at Dartmouth. 61. 


ver 
1 


ich a Day as this! How many 
id years are run out ſince it ſaw 
the Crown upon the Heads of a 
Froteſtant King and Queen at 
pince ! Let faithful Magiſtrates re- 
atpyce , they ſhall never more be 
odjut upon the odious and dange- 
peous drudgery of perſecuting good 
alMen, under ſuch a Government as 


mms. 


Let Ezxzland praiſe the Lord for 


| 

il Let Miniſters rejoyce, yea, let 
bfthem rejoyce with double joy to o- 
Inſthers ; they ſhall no more be driven 
lfinto Corners, nor put to Silence ; 
oh filence as bitter as death, whilft 
*Ithe Royal Scepter is ſwayed by 
ffuch hands as God hath now put 1t 


to, 
ItÞ | 
&& Let all the People rejoyce ; for 


ſtheſe their . Rulers ſhall be to 
[them as the light of the Morning, 
tſand as the clear ſhining after 
Rain, 
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Rain, 2 Sam. 23-3, <- And] 
us all ſay , 1/ziah 25. 9. Lo, 1 ] 
is our God, we have waited | 
him, and he nill ſave w ; this sþ 
Lord, 'we have waited for fn 
will rejoyce and be glad in "al 


vation, 


